My Teaching Philosophy

 or

“Don’t kill ‘em! If ya’ kill ‘em they won’t learn nuthin’!”

My philosophy of teaching is based on a few simple precepts. The first is, Learning is fun, but not easy. Learning should be challenging and even bordering on difficult, because it is through error and problem solving where intellectual growth is achieved. The important and likely most difficult thing to bear in mind is that while it is crucial to challenge your students you must not present them with objectives that are impossibly beyond their abilities. I have found that in my own education and my experience teaching other college age students that the Socratic method is one that lends itself to true intillectual growth, learning, and enlightenment. The Socratic method is a process where questions (and only questions) are used to arouse curiosity and at the same time serve as a logical, incremental, step-wise guide that enables students to figure out about a complex topic or issue with their own thinking and insights. Often, though, students tend to get stuck at some point and need a teacher's explanation of some aspect, or the teacher gets stuck and cannot figure out a question that will get the kind of answer or point desired, or it just becomes more efficient to "tell" what you want to get across. If "telling" does occur, hopefully by that time, the students have been aroused by the questions to a state of curiousity to absorb an explanation that might otherwise have been meaningless to them. Many of the questions are decided beforehand; but depending on what answers are given, some questions have to be thought up spontaneously. And though sometimes difficult, I believe this adds an air of freshness to any lesson, because it forces the instructor to learn side by side with those whom they are teaching.

