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Lesson Plan

Title:
 
Symbols and Self Portraits
Subject: 
Art: Self Portrait
Level: 

High School
Group:
Entire Class
Duration: 
A class meeting (50 minutes to 2 hours)
Rationale: Learning about symbols and how artists employ them will enable the learners to recognize symbols throughout art and give new insight into meanings and ideas that artists may wish to convey without overtly stating them. Studying symbols will allow them to incorporate symbols in their own art production and increase their tools for visual expression.
Specific Learning Objective: The learners will recognize symbols and their meanings in various pieces of art. The students will understand the difference between signs and symbols.
Performance Criteria: Class participation, recognition of symbols in works presented. Formulation of three symbols to use in their self portrait and sketches of each.
Materials: Slides of Norman Rockwell’s “Triple Self Portrait” 

Pieter Claesz “Vanitas Still Life”
Jose Clemente Orozco “Modern Migration of the Spirit”
Salvador Dali “Persistence of Memory”
Procedure: The learners will observe Norman Rockwell’s Triple self portrait and will be questioned as to the painting’s symbolic content. Two symbols will be presented by the instructor and plausible meanings will be given for each.
Mirror

Pipe

Symbols will be discussed and the difference between signs and symbols will be made clear to the learners.

The class will then participate in group discussion over the presence of other symbols in Rockwell’s painting.

Three other paintings will be viewed. Each student will identify 2 possible symbols from each painting and will explain in their own words what they mean.

The students will select there symbols to use in their self portrait and will create a sketch of each one.

Closure:  The learners will turn in symbol writing assignment and will finish sketches as homework. Sketches will be displayed in class and incorporated into final self portrait.
