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Lesson Plan

Title:
 
Art History and Self Portraits
Subject: 
Art: Self Portrait
Level: 

High School
Group:
Entire Class
Duration: 
A class meeting (50 minutes to 2 hours)
Rationale: Learning about The historical influences of another artist will allow the students to explore artists or works of art that have influenced them and their artistic work and ideas. Discovering their artistic influences may give them insight into what they wish to express in their art and will demonstrate a sense of art history as an evolutionary process rather than a timeline of works and artists.
Specific Learning Objective: The learners will recognize art history as an evolutionary process thorough examination of self portraits that influenced Norman Rockwell’s Triple Self Portrait and will examine what types of art influence their own creative efforts.
Performance Criteria: Each student will select an artist or piece of art work that has influenced the way they create or view art and will write a narrative, as if they were the work’s artist giving advice to themselves about how to go about painting a self portrait and what to include about themselves in their self portrait. I.E. Susan picks Michelangelo and writes a letter from Michelangelo to Susan about her eelf portrait.
Materials: Slides of Norman Rockwell’s Triple Self Portrait 

Albrecht Durer Self Portrait

Van Gogh Self Portrait

Picasso Self Portrait

Rembrandt Self Portrait
Procedure: 
The Students Will review the slide of Norman Rockwell’s Triple Self Portrait and will see separate slides of the three historical self portraits contained in Rockwell’s painting.
Albrecht Durer Self Portrait

Van Gogh Self Portrait

Picasso Self Portrait

Rembrandt Self Portrait

The incorporation of these artists in Rockwell’s painting will be explained as homage to his artistic influences. The students will receive a handout detailing a brief biography of each artist. The students will then select an artist whose life or work has influenced them and will engage in a creative writing activity to examine how their artist has influenced them.

Closure: Volunteers from the class will read their narratives aloud to the class as their favorite artists.
