My Teaching Philosophy

I am a firm believer in the notion that art and “the arts” (both the fine arts and performing arts) are critical portions of a complete education. The arts are so often pushed to the side of a core curriculum instead of incorporated as a part of a school’s core.  My background is not limited to the fine arts, which is why I incorporate subjects such as music and drama into my philosophy. As educators we have a responsibility for our students that transcends simply ensuring that they master the three “R’s.” We must ensure that our students grow culturally as well. The arts are an excellent way to incorporate cross-curriculum learning to bring together the knowledge a student has gained in other courses and allow them to apply that knowledge in a way that has personal meaning to them.

My main goals for my students are to ensure that they see the relevance and importance of the arts to mankind, to understand art’s impact on our society and how it is used as a historical landmark to the era in which it was created, to impress upon them the benefits of developing creativity within themselves and holding an appreciation of the creative process as well as the degree of skill needed to produce well crafted works of art. 

It is my hope that I would be able to share the necessity of art with my students, as well as inspire in them a desire to foster their own creative skills. I would like for students to realize how large a part art plays in our civilization, that art and “the arts” have a universal appeal, and that they, as students, have the potential to not only appreciate art to but be artists in some form or another, themselves.

I want to be a teacher who challenges his students by encouraging them to use their knowledge and experience in an expressive way. I want to be a teacher to whom my students feel comfortable asking questions. I want to be a teacher that inspires others to be artists, to be teachers, and to take what they learned from their time in my classroom and apply it to their lives.

