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Lesson Plan

Title:
 
Norman Rockwell Triple Self Portrait: Initial Inquiry & Vocabulary
Subject: 
Art: Self Portrait
Level: 

High School
Group:
Entire Class
Duration: 
A class meeting (50 minutes to 2 hours)
Rationale: Viewing a self portrait and exploring the impressions and effectiveness of a self portrait will provide the learner with an idea of what information a self portrait can convey and will help build a basis for creation of a self portrait by encouraging them to think about the affect of their creation and what it might say to an audience.
Specific Learning Objective: The learners will observe in detail, Norman Rockwell’s Triple Self Portrait, and participate in the aesthetic experience of its presentation. The learners should make responses about the impressions they receive from the work and these impressions will be analyzed by group discussion. The learners will receive a handout with related vocabulary that the students will define as homework and may be discussed in class if time permits.
Performance Criteria: Each student will explain briefly his or her impression of the painting and common ides will be placed on the board for group discussion. Each Impression should be analyzed by the class as to its origin and its effectiveness upon the rest of the audience.
Materials: Vocabulary Handouts, large color representation of Norman Rockwell’s Triple Self Portrait.
Procedure: View Presentation of the work and allow ten minutes for students to observe the work in detail. Each student will then write a paragraph discussing their impression of the work as a whole as well as any specific images that affect their initial impression of the work. Each student will give an oral synopsis of their aesthetic experience and the instructor will record their responses in general terms on the board for the entire class to observe. Once all students have given their synopsis  the instructor will select general common impressions from the board and ask the class questions in order to determine the source of these impressions. If the work is perceived as “humorous,” then the Instructor will ask the class for specific details that give the impression of humor and will then ask why such details point toward the impression of humor. Once general impressions have been discussed the students will receive a handout with terms related to painting and self portrait as well as terms of art employed in portraiture. Vocabulary should be discussed in class but may be assigned as homework if time doesn’t permit complete overview.
Closure: The Students will turn in their class writing for a grade and will take remaining vocabulary home to define and return at the next class meeting.
Vocabulary: Portrait, Portraiture, Self Portrait, Aesthetics, space, symbols, expression, acrylic paint, emphasis, balance, 
